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 2 Ca l e n d a r  
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Thurs., July 9  Summer Church Songs   
Fri., July 10  Crafts Fellowship 
Fri., July 10  Gail Boyer Music Lessons 
Sun., July 12   Adult Sunday School Class 
Sun., July 12  Worship 
Sun., July 12  J-Walkers 
Sun., July 12  Prayer 
Sun., July 12  AA 
Mon., July 13 Intercessory Prayer Team 
Mon., July 13 Missions Ministry Team 
Tues., July 14 Jesus Has a Jumper Basketball 
Tues., July 14 Finance Ministry Team Meeting 
Tues., July 14 Finance 
Wed., July 15 Staff 
Wed., July 15 Staff 
Wed., July 15 Praise Team 
Fri., July 17  Shut-in Meals 
Fri., July 17  Gail Boyer Music Lessons 
Sat., July 18  R. A. Young, Jr. Burial Service 
Sun., July 19   Adult Sunday School Class 
Sun., July 19  Worship 
Sun., July 19  Baptism for Bush Twins 
Sun., July 19  J-Walkers 
Sun., July 19  Prayer 
Sun., July 19  Girl Scouts 
Sun., July 19  AA 
Mon., July 20 Intercessory Prayer Team 
Mon., July 20 Grief Journey 
Tues., July 21 Jesus Has a Jumper Basketball 
Tues., July 21 Men's Fellowship Group 
Wed., July 22 Staff 
Wed., July 22 Staff 
Wed., July 22 Praise Team 
Wed., July 22 American Legion Meeting 
Fri., July 24  Gail Boyer Music Lessons 
Sun., July 26   Adult Sunday School Class 
Sun., July 26  10 cents a meal 
Sun., July 26  Worship 
Sun., July 26  J-Walkers 
Sun., July 26  Prayer 
Sun., July 26  AA 
Mon., July 27 Intercessory Prayer Team 
Mon., July 27 Pub Theology 
Tues., July 28 Jesus Has a Jumper Basketball 
Tues., July 28 Session 2026 
Wed., July 29 Staff 
Wed., July 29 Staff 
Wed., July 29 Praise Team 
Fri., July 31  Gail Boyer Music Lessons 

J u l y  

Golf Tournament Time!! New look, 
new game,  new sponsorships avail. 

We are expanding our sponsorship offerings from Pre-
senting Sponsorship to Hole Sponsorship; we have 
something for every level of business! Do you or a friend 
have a business and would like to help raise funds and 
awareness for Agape Dental Ministry? Tap the picture 
above to go directly to our sponsorship webpage.   

We are also hosting a 500 BALL DROP! 500 balls will be 
sold throughout the metro area for a chance to win up 

to $5,000! We thank Byrum Builders for providing a 
bucket truck for this new event. 

8:30 a.m.  
October 10 
Harry Jones Course 

https://scottish-heritage-golf-tournament.perfectgolfevent.com/registration#Sponsorship Packages
https://agapedentalministry.org/


 

 3 Last  

Week’s 

Service 

Speaker:    Dr. W. Jeff Pinkston 

Scripture:  Romans 7:15-25  

         Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Message:  “Rest for the Weary - Part 2”  

Upcoming 

Worship  

Service 

Greeters:  Beau Byrum & Ted Harkey 
 
Ushers:  Kelly Zike, Cheryl Simerly, Paul  
    Kuto, Van Pundt, Clinton 
Corbett 
 
Signers: Deb O'Connor & David Thompson 
 
Counters:  Donna Moody & Betsy Stewart 
 
Flowers: On Sunday, flowers will be given 
for the glory of God by the people of God. 

 

J-Walker Leaders: Mary Lou Pundt + 1 
  
Reach out to Tiffany to be added to the J-
Walker service list and serve your 
community once a month, once a quarter 
or once a year. You may serve as often as 
you like! 

ATTENDANCE 

In house:  104    

Children:    6                    

Nursery:    1                                   

Speaker:    Dr. W. Jeff Pinkston 

Scripture:  Romans 7:15-25  

         Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Message:  “Rest for the Weary -  Part 1”  

Watch last week’s service here. -----------> 

 Christian Camp Scholarship 

Christian Camp Scholarship of 

$125 is available to all par-

ents of elementary aged chil-

dren who are attending a 

Christian Summer Camp in 

2026. Registration is open until midnight August 31. 

Each elementary aged child within a household qualifies 

for no more than one check even if he or she attends 

multiple Christian summer camps in 2026.   

Each household may apply for one check per child.  
 

Follow this  link to sign up.  
 

All those who registered in June , checks will be ready for 

pick-up July 17. 

Please pray for all the children & youth who 
will attend Camps Passport 
and Bethelwoods, that they will have a safe 
trip and lots of fun while they are away until 
July 12 - 17.   

https://scpcph.churchcenter.com/pages/sundays-scripture
https://scpcph.churchcenter.com/pages/sundays-scripture
https://scpcph.churchcenter.com/pages/sundays-scripture
mailto:office@steelecreekchurch.org?subject=I%20want%20to%20be%20a%20J-Walker%20leader!
https://steelecreekchurch.org/videos/
https://www.steelecreekchurch.org/videos/
https://scpcph.churchcenter.com/registrations/signups/3632385
https://scpcph.churchcenter.com/registrations/signups/3632385
https://scpcph.churchcenter.com/registrations/signups/3632385
https://scpcph.churchcenter.com/registrations/signups/3632385
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By Kevin Horack - a sophomore studying Assoc. In Arts 

degree at Horry Georgetown Technical College  

Scholarship Essay 

 My whole life I have grown up close to the church. 

My church family has shaped me into the man I am to-

day and will always be a close support system I know I 

can count on. I am currently attending Horry 

Georgetown Technical College to get an associate’s de-

gree in arts. I plan to take that degree and transfer to 

Coastal Carolina where I will continue my educational 

journey and get a degree in sports media and journal-

ism. Besides being in school, I am also an amateur box-

er. I go to the gym to train 3 hours a day, 5 days a week. 

While I am hoping to have a future career in profession-

al boxing, I continue to pursue a career in the sports 

media industry in hopes to stay connected with the 

sport I love and grow my network. Since moving down 

to Myrtle Beach to live on my own, I have had to make 

more of a conscious effort to stay connected in my faith. 

Beforehand it was very easy to stay connected with my 

faith because I was surrounded by my church family, my 

parents, and I would attend church regularly while also 

participating in church activities throughout the week. 

Now that I am living on my own, I have been reading my 

bible more and taking notes on my own. My girlfriend 

and I have also been attending churches in our area 

looking for a community that speaks to us. Although my 

Steele Creek at Pleasant Hill church family will always be 

home to me, we have been doing our best to find an 

adequate church that will allow us to continue to grow 

in our faith at our current location in life. I’ve found that 

since I must hold myself more accountable in remaining 

steadfast in my faith, I have experienced more growth 

as an individual. I do my best to find God in my life every 

day and show him to others through my actions. As I 

continue to grow and pursue my career interests, I will 

always do my best to act positively towards others and 

be a conduit of my faith to allow others to see God 

through my character and actions. Thank you again to 

you all at my home church of Steele Creek at Pleasant 

Hill. The love that you all show me from a distance, and 

whenever I come home, means so much to me and has 

continued to keep me grounded in my faith! 

Presbytery of Charlotte 

https://www.presbyofcharlotte.org/ 

The 170th Stated Meeting 
Highlights are here.  

In March the students who applied for a Ben Brown Scholarship were tasked with writing an essay for you. They 
were informed in advance that the essays would be published. The students were to compose a 1-page essay with 
the writing prompt: Reflecting on your journey within our church family, how has your faith shaped your academic 
interests and career goals? Please describe how you plan to use your education as a ministry in the marketplace, 
honoring God by making a meaningful difference in your chosen field. 

As space allows, you will have  up to two essays to read every other week for 10 weeks. 

Ben Brown Applicant Essays 

https://www.presbyofcharlotte.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/PbyHighlights0526.pdf
https://www.presbyofcharlotte.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/PbyHighlights0526.pdf
https://www.presbyofcharlotte.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/PbyHighlights0526.pdf
https://www.presbyofcharlotte.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/PbyHighlights0526.pdf


 

 5 Ben Brown Applicant Essays 
By Benjamin L Shanti - a senior studying mechanical 

engineering at NC State University 

Scholarship Essay 

My faith has played a central role in shaping both my 

academic journey and career as a mechanical engineer. 

I have been attending this church since 2017, and I have 

been going to the youth group consistently since 8th 

grade. Through this, I have made long-lasting  

friendships with fellow students, such as Clay, Charlie, 

and Joshua. Even though we don’t always have classes 

together, when we do reconnect, it is meaningful to talk 

with people who share the same values rooted in our 

church family. This foundation led me to seek out a 

similar group on campus by joining Campus Christian 

Fellowship (CCF), where I participate in weekly Bible 

studies under the guidance of a campus minister, 

similar to the leadership I experienced from Rachel 

Steele and Price Freeman. 

 

I am constantly reminded that my church family 

supports both my faith and my academics. Each year, I 

receive a card from the college fellowship team that 

encourages me and reminds me that I am being prayed 

for. When I became a member in 2023, I was given a 

cross from Al Winget that I now keep in my backpack. 

During stressful moments, especially before exams, it 

reminds me that God and my church are with me 

through the challenges of becoming an engineer. That 

reassurance gives me peace and motivation to keep 

pushing forward in my studies. 

 

As I pursue a career in mechanical engineering, I view 

my work as an opportunity to reflect my faith on others. 

I am currently working as an intern with Livingston & 

Haven, and in the workplace, I strive to demonstrate a 

Christlike attitude through my actions and interactions. I 

have had conversations about my faith with coworkers 

from different backgrounds, and I value these 

discussions as a way to grow in understanding and 

openness. At the same time, I aim to show my faith 

through my character by remaining disciplined, patient, 

and respectful, even in stressful situations. I work to 

ensure that frustration does not influence my decisions 

or how I treat others. 

 

In closing, I want to continue to use my education and 

career as a light for the Lord in my work and 

relationships. Whether it be through my interactions 

with professors, classmates, or supporting my 

coworkers, I want to continue to be calm and diligent. 

As I move forward in my life, I will continue to keep my 

faith as my foundation, allowing it to guide me not only 

towards being a successful engineer but also to honor 

the Lord in all that I do. 
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At this moment, healthy meals are on their way to a 
community in urgent need of nutrition. We’re excited 
to share that destination with you. (Drumroll, please!) 

Meals you packaged are headed to the Philippines! 

To address some of the food security challenges that 

children, families, and communities in the Philippines 

face, Rise Against Hunger partners with organizations 

that support educational programs by providing 

meals to children at schools and early child 

development centers. This is a key part of Rise 

Against Hunger’s Nourishing Lives pathway. In some 

cases, the food children receive at school will be the 

majority of the food they eat in a day. The meals you 

packaged will help ensure that children have access 

to the consistent nourishment they need to live 

healthy lives and successfully pursue their education. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make this a 

success! 

M i s s i o n s  
Classroom Central believes 
in equal educational op-
portunities for every 
child. And, we at SCPCPH 
love every child, so we 
have signed up to help 
every child have the tools 
they need to be successful 
in school.  We are running 

a school supply drive until August 24. There is a bar-
rel (you can’t miss it!) in the lobby. 

Since 2002, Classroom Central has distributed more 
than $100 million in free school supplies impacting 
thousands of students, teachers, and classrooms 
across six Charlotte-region districts: • Charlotte-
Mecklenburg • Gaston • Union • Iredell-Statesville • 
City of Kannapolis • Lancaster County, SC.  

Classroom Central needs to collect 1,000,000 school 
supply items to support more than 130,000 students 
and their teachers across our region this school 
year.  



 

 7 Con s t r u c t i o n  U p d a t e  

July 3  Report provided by ROBY 

Work has been focused on more design coordination to 
facilitate beginning work on the connector foundations 
and rework of the North and South Youth area exterior 
gables. The team continues to coordinate underground 
utility relocation for the new lift and connector areas.  

 

CURRENT PROGRESS 

• Coordination for the relocation of utilities for new 
connector footings and new lift foundations has been 
confirmed and moving forward with scheduling the 
electrical subcontractor.  

• 811 has been coordinated along with private locating 
services to prepare for connector and lift area grading 
and underground fire line feeds.  

• Connector foundations RFIs sent and revised 
structural response still not received by Roby 
Commercial.  

• Electrical in-wall rough-ins at mezzanine and 
classroom areas continue as walls are framed.  

• Sprinkler rough-ins began on the 2nd floor Youth 
mezzanine areas.  

 

UPCOMING WORK 

• Coordination for the relocation of several underground 
electrical conflicts with connector and lift foundations.  

• Sanctuary sanitary lift station temporary re-feed to begin 
in the next week time frame and then followed by the 
existing secondary power feed to the Education Building 
relocation.  

• Roby Commercial and LS3P continue to work on design 
changes as they relate to the unforeseen existing building 
construction type and conditions.  

• Electrical in wall rough-in to continue next week at 
mezzanine and classroom areas.  

• Precision Wall and Custom Demo coordination for 
beginning the South and North Youth area exterior gable 
demolition and CFMF reframing for new exterior layouts. 

A new webpage has been put together for you to see the reports more completely as well as all the pictures I do not 
publish in the newsletter due to time and space. Be sure to save this webpage “https://www.steelecreekchurch.org/
construction-updates/” as a favorite in your online bookmarks so you can find it easily each time you are looking for 
it. If you ever have trouble,  go to our website : steelecreekchurch.org and scroll to the bottom of any page. You will 
see a site map  and there you will find a link to construction updates.  

Sprinkler rough-
ins on second 
floor 

Second floor: 
future Youth Area 

Framing 

Framing 

https://www.steelecreekchurch.org/construction-updates/
https://www.steelecreekchurch.org/construction-updates/
https://www.steelecreekchurch.org/construction-updates/


 

 8 Prayer Concerns  

Please be in prayer for the following that they receive peace, comfort, support, healing, strength, and the love of Christ 
as He knows all the needs of all people.   For more details on each, please see Church Center ’s Prayer List.  

Praise  

 Jonathan Burton is doing well. 
He and Monica appreciate all the 
prayers lifted up for them.  

 Magnolia Rodriguez, the infant 
daughter of Brian Rodriguez a 
friend of Trent Haston, had her 
liver transplant completed, and it 
was successful.  She’s is now out 
of ICU. She is doing well but 
prayers are requested for a com-
plete recovery.  

 Larry Russ has been released to 
go home following his lengthy 
stay in rehab following his stroke. 

Surgery  

 Roberta Harris is scheduled to 
have a hip replacement on July 
29th. Please be in prayer for 
Roberta as she prepares for this 
surgery.   

Special, Congregational, 
and Community Concerns  

 Pray for the 12 seniors we cele-
brated at a recent Sunday ser-
vice who have just graduated 
from Palisades High School. May 
they know protection and wis-
dom in the different fields of 
study and employment they have 
chosen. Be with their families as 
they seek to find best ways to 
offer support and let them know 
we, as a church, are here for 
them in days that lie ahead.   

 Pray for the people of Venezuela 
as they work through the de-
struction caused by two major 
earthquakes. Pray for the fami-
lies that have lost family mem-
bers and for the people that are 
among the missing. Pray also for 
members of the response teams 
who have gone to help in this 
terrible disaster. 

 Paul Kuto requests prayer as he 
works at finding a speedy resolu-
tion to obtaining a land deed title 
for the new student center at Ha-
rambee Centre. 

 Cooper Freeman, IV request 
prayer “for God to bless Steele 
Presbyterian Church at Pleasant 

Hill, the Presbytery of Charlotte, 
the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic, 
the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) with 
repentance, revival, and refor-
mation, may God restore the 
lampstand to shine light in this 
dark world, purify us and give us 
peace from and with Himself. 
May God bless the work of the 
committee and may God bring to 
us a godly, biblically qualified 
man to serve in our midst as our 
co-pastor. “ 

 At this time, please remem-
ber the many service men and 
women who have been and are 
being deployed. Pray for safety 
and peace to abide. Remember 
also their families – parents, 
spouses, siblings and children. 

 Pray for future peace in the Mid-
dle East, Israel, its people, and 
for the innocent individuals being 
affected in the Gaza region.   

 Please remember the people of 
Cuba who are on the brink of a 
potential humanitarian collapse 
as they deal with a daily reality of 
fuel shortages, blackouts and 
intensifying food shortages. Pray 
for avenues to open which can 
bring help and aid to those in 
need.  

 Jackson Roberts, Lynn Roberts 
grandson is leading missions as 
a leader for YWAM, a group of 
global youth who know the Lord 
and have a passion to make him 
known to others.  

 Ukraine and its people. 

 Pray for the Christians being per-
secuted and murdered in Nige-
ria.  

 Pray for our country and the 
safety and protection of our lead-
ers.  

Life ’s Issues   

 The Steele family and the chal-
lenges they face as they foster 
children. 

Ongoing Illness  

 Ruth McGaha needs prayers for 

ongoing strength as she has con-
tinued health issues that hinder 
her abilities to do all that she 
wants to.  

 Bella Hutchinson, Barbara 
Thompson’s great- grand-
daughter, is 7 yrs old and is in 
kidney failure. Bella just got out 
of the hospital and is in need of  
a kidney transplant. Please pray 
that a donor will be found when 
she is ready for surgery. 

 Carol Diamond, Allison Beach’s 
stepmother has ongoing health 
issues. Allison asks that we pray 
for strength and healing 

 Edward Shrum, the father of 
Mandy Beck needs prayer as his 
mobility and memory are declin-
ing.  

 Linda Clarke had surgery on her 
foot. She will be in rehab for two 
weeks. Please keep Linda in your 
prayers.  

 Olivia Eiger, a friend of the Car-
roll family, is 20 years old and 
living with Juvenile Onset of Hun-
tington’s Disease. Please pray for 
Olivia as she lives with this debili-
tating disease. 

 Cooper Freeman, III is slowly 
working to learn to use his pros-
thesis. Continued prayers are 
appreciated as he continues to 
learn to use his prosthesis.  

 Kelly Bledsoe is having a number 
of ongoing health issues. Brenda 
Bledsoe asked that we lift her 
daughter up in prayer.    

General Health Concerns  

 Barbara Freeman has left rehab 
and is at her daughter’s home. 

 Elizabeth, Grace Kuto’s sister, 
recently had pacemaker surgery 
that has complications doctors in 
Kenya are unable to resolve. Eliz-
abeth is being referred to a US 
hospital. Please pray for speedy 
visa authorization for medical 
needs.   

 Bill Snyder is in rehab after suf-
fering two strokes. His recovery 
will be a long process. Dorinda 
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appreciates the prayers lifted up 
for him.  

Cancer  

 Al Winget has been diagnosed 
with a 3rd cancer in 13 months. 
This time he will receive chemo-
therapy with a port. Al shares, “A 
shared burden is a lighter bur-
den.” Please be in prayer for Al 
and Susan Winget. 

 McKinley, one-year-old, will start 
chemotherapy as a follow up to 
her surgery. Please be in prayer 
for McKinley and her family as 
she continues to recover and 
moves on to receiving chemo 
treatments. 

 Grant Weeden is now at St. 
Jude’s in Memphis where he is 
undergoing 3 months of treat-
ments. Please be in prayer for 
Grant and his family.  

 Mike Allman, husband of a long-
time friend of Clara Giles, is re-
ceiving infusion treatments for 
cancer. He is scheduled to re-
turn to Duke for an updated MRI 
the end of July. Please continue 
to lift Mike up in prayer.  

 Charlie Taylor, Brandon 
Burkhart’s uncle diagnosed with 
cancer is home from the nursing 
home facility. Charlie needs con-
tinued prayer as he continues 
his cancer journey. 

 Rick Necklen, Ashley Bolender’s 
friend’s husband, continues his 
recovery from and treatment for 
cancer following his surgery.  

 Ava Barrett the teen daughter of 
a friend of Ashley Bolender has 
taken a step back in her cancer 
treatment Ashley asks that we lift 
her up in prayer as she has 
chemotherapy treatments. 

 Pam Garris Bland a friend of Lin-
da Freeman’s is continu-
ing  chemo treatments. Linda is 
grateful for prayers for her 
friend. 

 Raquel Mercer has experienced 
a long journey in fighting cancer. 
She is continuing chemo treat-
ments. Please be in prayer for 
her and her family as they seek 
other options. 

 

Military  

When we have someone actively  
deployed, we remember them by 
lighting a candle until they return. 
Please be in prayer for them  

 

 Brian Cox,  Air National Guard, 
Biloxi, Mississippi  -  grandson of 
members Mike and Polly Morgan 

 Claudia Hesse, Coast Guard, 
Guam  -  daughter of members 
Thad and Beth Carroll 

 Olivia Hommes, Vance AFB in 
Enid, OK  -  member 

 Bradley Lauerman, US Navy,        
Virginia  -  grandson of members 
DeWitt and Sandi Lauerman 

 Lexie Simerly, Army, Oahu, HI  - 
daughter of Ozzie and Cheryl 
Simerly, member 

 Will Warsaw, US Navy, Guam  - 
member 

 Zack Gross, Air National Guard, 
Middle East  -  member 

 Dennis Rawls, IV Air National 
Guard, Middle East  -  son of 
members Dennis and Karen 
Rawls 

 Jordan Heredia, 82nd Airborne, 
US Army,  Fort Bragg, NC  -  
grandson of niece of members 
DeWitt and Sandi Lauerman 

Homebound  

Joan Brown 

Bob Capps 

Linda Clark 

Cooper                  

 Freeman, III 

Katharine 

       Freeman 

Louise Freeman 

Elaine Kotraba 

Sarah Middleton 

Forrest Nunnally 

Gerry Roberts 

Kat Sparrow 

Margaret Wert 

Wayne  
     Whiteside 

College Students  

Spencer Beck 

Alex Brunson 

Jacob Economon 

Joshua Economon 

Ethan Fenske 

Clay Ferguson 

Alexa Hill 

Kevin Horack 

Ben Shanti 

Peyton Snyder 

Charlie Warnke 

To submit a prayer request, private or 
public:  1Complete the prayer card in the 
back of any pew and place it in the 
offering plate. Mark it as a private or 
public prayer request. The card will be 
sent to the Intercessory Prayer Team. 
2Email any prayer concerns to Interces-
soryPrayerTeam@steelecreekchurch.or
g 3Submit a prayer concern through 
Church Center.  
The Intercessory Prayer Team is hon-
ored and privileged to pray for your 
prayer requests. We want to pray for 
concerns close to your heart. You can 
also call or text members of the Inter-
cessory Prayer Team, Clinton Corbett, 
Mamie Gaver, Dexter Greene, Anne Tol-
land, Sandi Lauerman or  Karen Rawls. 

Important 

Thank you for calling the church 
office to make us aware when 
someone is in the hospital. We 
are certain that person and the 
family appreciates the visitation 
and prayers.  

As a growing metropolis, the 
Charlotte area has 12 hospitals, 
and it can be difficult with     HIP-
PA privacy policies to call a hospi-
tal and ask if someone is ad-
mitted. To assist our Director of 
Visitation, Dexter Greene, please 
let us know which hospital the 
person is admitted. 



 

 10 If you shop at Christianbook, link your church to your account! Steele 
Creek Presbyterian Church at Pleasant Hill is part of the ChristianBook’s 
GiveBack program. We earn 4% of your purchase in a check mailed to the 
church each month. It cost you nothing but a few moments to set-up on 

your first order, and each time after that it is automatic! 

The QR code at the bottom is linked to our church’s GiveBack account and 
the code at the bottom is our church’s code. 


